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CULTURE AND SOCIALISATION

IRTRODUCTION

‘Culture, ke soctety’, 15 a lerm used
frequently and somelimes vaguely.
Thits chapler s meant o help us define
IL more precisely and Lo appreclate

s differenl aspects. In evervday.

cotversalion, culture 1s confined to the
arts, or alludes (o the way of life of
cerialn classes or even countries.
Sociolog@sis and anthropologisis study
the soctal pontexis withm which culinire
exisis. They take culiure apart to fry
and undersiand the relations beiween
Hts vorions aspects,

Just ke you need a map lo
navigate over unknown space or
termitory, you need culture (o conduct
or behave yoursell insoclety, Culture
1s the common understanding. which
Is bearnit and dieveloped through soctal
intersciton with others in soclety. A
commmon undersianding within a group
demarcates (L from others and mves 1L
an ienuity. Bul cullures are never
finished products. They are always
changing and evolving. Elements are

Activity L

How do }wmg:mﬁmﬂin—pmmm
yoiw cultare™? D yun greet differen
Jkinds of persuns (fHends, older
~relatives, Lhe other gender. people
from olher grnu[ﬂl difforently?
ﬂmuhmw awhkwiard experictine
Mm hmﬂm:lthm;mdhtnﬂ

| Itmnh how you should greet o
persem, In tnl besnuse you did nal,

b .shn-:n commmoy eodtore? But nox
tinve round you ‘will know whitl Lo
eliv, Your culturd] kovwledge tiéreby

constantly being added, deleted.
expanded. shiunk and réarranged,
This makes cultures dynamic as
[onctioning uniis.

The capacity ol individuals Lo
develop a common understandme with
others and Lo draw the same meanings
[rom stgns and symbols 1s whal
distinpuishes humans [rom other
animals, Crealing meaning 1s a social
virtae as we learn 1L in Lhe compary of
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othiers In familtes, groups and
communilies. We learn the use ol tools
and technigques as well as the non-
maiertal sions and symbols through
tnteracilon with family members,
friends and colleagues n different
soctal seittngs. Much of this knowledge
s systemallcally deseribed and
conveved elther orally or through
books.

For example, nollce the Intemction
below. Notiee how words and faclal
CXPressions convey meaning inoo
conversation,
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social sel up UKe in villages, (owns and
ciles. [n dilferent environments, people
adapt dilferent siralegies Lo cope wilth
the patural and soctal condittons, This
leads (o the emergence of diverse ways
of life or culiures.

Disparitiés in coping meclianlsmis
were evidenl during the devasialing
=unami of 26 December 2004, which
iffecied some parts of the Tamil Nadu
and Kemla codst a5 well a8 the Andaman
srid Nicobar [slands in India, People on
the matnland and Isfands ane inlegraled
nto a relathvely modem way of life, The

“Barthesra? or “Will vou come?” — 15

Commuiter ashs puldmer: W Thowerh that r:mﬂ?:ritwqum-—

hmhhuhﬂuﬂhﬁd&ﬂtﬂdﬂmhﬂi’ﬁhﬁm

fwhich |s more fikely the case as ey Hittgborenn kaiotvy) he might jiest deive
away. ar grtmace @5 1 he has hearr a biad wand or sbile iy head with =4 smile

| MMMWH‘&W@WHE_QM-&M&&HMML

t;l!mhithﬂfﬂ!ﬁgiﬂﬁ:ﬂr]ﬂtﬂu
s ~<Yeu™ [0l bs "No®

This learning prepares us for
carrving oul our roles and
responsibilities i saclety. You have
already dealt with status and roles.

What we learn In the famlly Is primary.

soctalisation, wiitle that which happens
in school and other mstlulions are
secondary soclalisatton. We shall
discuss thits In greater detall later i this

chapter
iz

DivErse SETTINGS, DIFFERENT CULTURES
Humans Hve In & variety af natural
seitings Hke In the mounlains and
plains, in forests anid clear lands. in
deserts and river valleys. in islands and
matn lands. They also inbabil different

fisherfolk and the service personne ntie
1slands were caughl unaware and

‘suffered large scale devastation and

mell loss ol e, On the other hand, the
‘primitive” tribal commumtes m the
islands like the Onges, Jarawas, Greal
Andamanese or Shompens who had no
acorss o moden sclence and lechmology,
foresaw (he calamily based on thelr
experiential knowledge and saved
Llhemselves by moving on (o higher
ground. This shows (hat having access
Lo modern sotence and technology does
nol make modern cullures supwerior Lo
Lhe tribal cultures of the 1slands. Henee.
cullures cannot be ranked bul can be
Judged adequate or Inadequate In
lerms ol thels ability 1o cope with the
strains Impesed by nature.
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Biseuss how natural settings affect cultare
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Activity 2.
Find oul from ol ledast one ceglon
environment :Em‘: limrl habilts,
patterms of dwelling: clothing anid
thie witys In which God or gods are

Defining Culture

Oftest Ui term Euliu=" 15 used W reler

Lo the acqoiring ol relned taste In

classical musle, dance lorms or

patnting. This reflned (asie was tiought
Lo distinguish people [om the ‘sncul-
lared” masses, even concerning
something we would loday see as
Individual, Hke the preference lor coflee
overlieal

By conlrast, (he soctologtst looks al
culture nol as something Lhat
disttieuishes dhvidudls, bul as a way
ol Itfe tn which a1l members ol soclely

P "i“: _Ef l_,'
Identify  equivalents o Isaian
langunges for the word' cullure,
Whal assdciitions l.h-llm carry’?

participate. Every social organtsalion
develops a cullures of s own. One earty

anthiropological deftrdiion of cullure
comes froin the Britsh seholar Edward
Tylor: “Callure or civillsalion faken in
iis wide ethnographic sense, is Lhat
complex whole which includes
knowiedge. beltel, arl, morals, law.
cuslont and any other capabllitles and

INTROMM NG SOCIOLOGY

habiis acquired by man as a member
of soclety™ (Tylor 1871).

S
S—

Heouss how the visosl
captures a way of life

Two vepersttions ldler. the loonder
of the “functional school” of anthro-
pology, Bronislaw Mallnowski ol
Paland (1884-1942) wrote: "Culture
comprises nheriled artifacts, goods,
lechnical process. Ideas, habils and
values™ (Mallnowslkl 1931:621-446).

Clifford Geerlz suggested Lhal we
look al humias actions i e same way
as we look al words 1na book, and see
them as corveying a méssape. = Man
Is an animal suspended In webs of
stapdfieance he lumsell Tas spun. 1 take
culture Lo be thosewebs_ " The search
Is nol [or & causal explandllon. bul for
an interpretative one, thal 1s in search
lor meaning |Geertz 1973:5). Likewise
Leslte White had placed a comparable
cinphasis on cullure as a means ol
adding meaning to objective realily.
using the example ol people régarding
waler [rom a particular source as hioly.
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* Do vou notlce anvihing in
Malinowskt's definitton that Is
missing in Tylors?

Apari [fom lis menton of are. all the
thinges lisied by Tylor are non-material.
This is nol because Tylor iimselfnever
looked al malertal culture. He was in
fAct a museum curator, and rmost of his
anthropological wriling was based on
the examination of artifacls and Lools
from soctétlds across Lhe world, which
he had never visiied. We can now see
his defintien of culture as an attempl
to take into account Ws intangtbie and
abstracl dimensions, so as Lo acquire a
comprehenstve understanding of the
soctelles he was studying. Malinowskl
happened Lo be stranded on an 1sland
tn the Western Pactlic during the First
World War, and discoveretd (herelyy the
value of remaining for an extended
pertod with the soclely one was
studying. This led (o the establishment
of the traditton of ~field work™ yvom will
read aboul 1t in Chapler 5.

LT

The multple delntttons of cullure
in anthropological studies led Alfred
Kroeber and Clyde Kluckhohn
[anthropologisis from the United
Slates) Lo publish a comprehensive
survey entilled Culture: A Critical
Review qf Concepts and [Definitions in
1952. A sample of the various
definiiitons 1s presenited below.

* Try comparng these delimitions Lo
see which of Lhese or which
combination of these you find mosi
salisfaciony.

You may first find yoursell noticing
words which recur=way’, 'leam’ anid
‘hehaviour’. However, if you then look
at hiow each is used, you may be struck
by the shifts in emphasis. The first
phrase refers tp mental ways but (he
second (o the tolal way ol life.
Definttions (d). (e)and (1) lay stress on
culture aswhal is shared and passed
on among a group and down Lhe
generations, The las) two phrases are
the first to refer (o culture as a means
of directing behaviour,

Cuitrre fs...

il learnod behnvioor

{u] e way of thinking, &rﬁng. Belicying.
(b} the total sy of lifo of o people:
(el st abstraction from behmviour.

(el o storehonse of poaled learnimg;

Ml the social legney the individial sequires from his group.
g et of stimdsrdised orcntations L) recurrent problems.
) mechunism for (he normutive regulntion of behiviour.
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Make a lisl of phrases you have
heard containing the word ‘culture’,
Ask your Mends and family whal they
mean by culiure, What orilerta do they
ise (o distingulsh among cultures?

Eamqmn: thcm :I-vﬂnﬂlm: o ste
wiith of these for combtaation of
these) you find most satisfactary.
You cosild do this by Esting femifior,
uses of the word “culivre [ihe
culture of cighicentlh cmmnlory
Lucknow. e cullure of hosplinlity

oit lHe much dsdd lerm Westorn
culture’..L. Which of the definilions
best t.-.u_pturn: he impressions

Dimensions of Culture

Three dtmensions of culture have been
distinguished:

() Cogntiive: This refers o how we
learn Lo process whal we hear or
see, S0 as (o give H meaning
iidenttfying the ring of a cell-phone
as ours, recognising the cartoon of
a politician),

(1) Nermative: This refers (o miles of
conduct [nol opening other
people’s letters: performing riinals
al death).

(i) Matertak This inchades any activity
maide possihle by means of
malertals. Malerials also Include
tools or machines: Examples
tnciude intermet chatting’, using
rlee-llour paste to design kolam on
Hoors.

INTHROMMACING  SOCIOLIHGY

It may have ovaurted Lo vou that
gur understanding of malenal culiure,
especially arl. s meomplete without
knowledge acquired from the cognitive
and nommalive areas. 1L 1s trae thal our
developing understanding of soctal
process would draw upon all these
areas. But we might find that In a
community where few have acguirerd
the cogntitve skill of Meracy, it in fact,
becomes the nomm lor private letters (o
be read oul by a third party, Butas we
see below, to [ocus en cach of these
arcas separately provides many
tmporiant insights.

Cognitive Aspects of Culture

The coonitive aspects of one's own
cutiure are harder (o recognise than iis
malerial aspects (whitch are tangible or
visible 'or audible) and 1ls normmative
aspeols (which are expliciily stated).
Copnitlon relers Lo undersianding, how
wi make sense ol all the Information
éoming to us from our efvironment. In
llterate sodtetles deas are lranscribed
in bpoks and documenls and
preserved (o libraries, Wnsiittutions or
archives. Bul in non-lerale socloties
legend or lore ts commilited to memory
and (ransmitled orally. There are
speclalist practtloners of aral tradiiion
who are trained (0 remember and
raarmade durtng mitusad or fistive oocasions.,

Let ns think about how writing
may affect the production and
consumption of ar. In his influential
book. Oralityy and Literacy Walter Ong
cites a study of 1971 that states that
emly 78 of the approxtmately 3,000
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exisling languages possess i
Nerature. Ong suggests thal malertal
that 15 nol wrillen down has certain
specilic characlenstics. There is 3 lot
ol repelillon ol words, Lo make It
stnipler Lo remember. The audience af
an oral performance s lkely (o be
more receplive and tnvolved than
would be readers of 2 writlen text fram
an unfamtliar calture. Texls become
maore elaborate when they are writben.

In societies ke ours historically
Itteracy has been made avallable only
to the more privileged. Soctological
studies are often concerned with
Investigating how Uteracy can be mede
refevant Lo the lives of people whose

frumillies have never gone toschool. This-

can lead (o unexpected responses, ke
a vegelable-seller who asked why he
needed to know the alphabet when he
could menially calculalie what his
customers owed Rtm?

The contemporary world allows us
to relv far more on written,; audio and
visnal records. Yel students of Indian
classical mustc are still discouraged
from writing down whal they learn
rather than canying it thetr memery,
We stilt do not know enough about the
impact of the electronte medta, of
mulitple channels, of Instanl accessing
and surfing. Do you think these new
forms impact our atlention span and
cognitive cullure?

Normative Aspects of Culture

The normaltve dimenston consists of
folkways., mores, cusloms, Conven-
tions and laws, These are values or
rules that sulde soctal behaviour in

different contexts. We mast ofien follow
soclal norms besause we are used Lo
doing 1L, as a resull of soclalisailon. All
spctlal norms are pecompanted by
sanctions thal primole conformity. We
have alteady distussed soctal control
in Chapter 2,

While norms are implictl rules,
laws are explicit rules, Perre
Bourdiet, the French soclologisi Has
reminded us Lhal when we try Lo
understand another culture’snonms,
we must remember that thers are
certaln implicll undersiandings. For
example, I 4 person warlls (o show
q{’;allluﬂr for something s /he has heen
given, 5/he should not offer 4 returs-
et oo quitckly, or It seems Jike an
E.t,lﬁnpl to gel fid of a debl. nol &
friendly gesture,

A liw Isa formal sanction defined
by govermimen! as a rule or principle
ihial s clitzens musi ollow. Laws are
explicit. They are applicable 1o the
whole soctetv, And a violalon of Lhe
law atiracts penallies and punishment.
If tn your home children are nol
allowed Lo slay ouldoors afler
sundown, thal 1= a norm. It 1s spectfic
to your family and may nol be
applicable lo all mmilies. However, I
you are caught stealing a pold necldace
lrom someone else’s home, you have
violated the universally accepled law
of privale property and can be sent (o
jail afler trial as puntshment.

Laws, which dertve [rom (he
authonty of the Slale are the mosi
lormal deflinitions of acceplable
behaviour. While different schiools may
estlablish different norms oy students,

ZO2eaE



ol

Laws would apply (o all those accepling
e anthority of the State, Unbke laws,
norms can vary acearding o stains,
Domithant sections of soclely apply
dominant nomms. Often these nomms are
discriminating. For example normns thal
did not allow dalils from drinking waler
from e sgime vessel ar even solrce, Or
woimen from moving fresly in the public
sphesee, '

Material Aspects of Culture

The matcrial aspect refers o lools,
Lechnologies, machines, bulldings and
modes of ransporialion, as well as
tnstruments ol productien and
communication. In urban areas (he
widespread use of mobile phones,
musie syslems, card and buses, ATMe
[auvlomaled teller machines), Telrl-
geralors and compuaters in everyday life

indicales Lhe dependence on
technology. Even In rurmd arcas the ase

ol lmnstslor radlos or eldcldc molor

puinips [or Uing waler rom below the
surface [or irrgalion demonstrates e
adoplion of lechnological devices for
Inicreastng production.

In sum (here are lwo principal
dimensions of culture: malerial -and
non-matertal. While the cognitive and
nonalive aspects are non-malenal, the
material dimenston 1s craclal Lo
tncrease productton and enhance
the guality of tfe. For integraled
fonctontng of a cultore the malerial
and non-material dimenstons must
work logether. Bul when the malerial
or lechnological dimenslons change
rapldly, the non-malerial aspecis can
lag behind in terms of values and

INTHROMMACING  SOCIOLIHGY

norms. This can give rise 1o a sliuation
of enliure lag when the non-material
dimensions sare unable o match Lhe
advances of Lechnology.

Culture and Identity

[dentittes are dol inhertted bul
[ashioned both by the hdividual and
the group (hrough thetr relationship
wilth olhers. For the individhial the
soclal roles thal s/he plays tmparts
idenlily. Evéry person ln modern
soclely plays mulllple roles. For
mistance within the folly s /e may be
4 parenl or a child bal for cach of Lthe
specifie roles there are partlcular
responsibliities and powers,

It 15 not suliclenl o enact oles,
They also Have 1o be recognised and
acknowledged. This can ollen be done
through the recognition of the
particular Bnguage that is used among
mole playvers. Students in schools have
thelr own way of relerring Lo (heir
leachers. olher students. class
performances. By crealing Lhis
language which also serves as a code.
they create thelr owrn) world of meantngs
and significances. Similary, women are
also kiliown Lo creale thelr own
language and through 1t (helr own
priviile space bevond Lthe conitrol of men
espectally when they congregate at the
pond Lo batlie In Tiaral areas or a0Toss
washtng lines on roofiops In urban
Areas.

[n a culture there can be many sub-
cultures, lKe that of the elile and
working class vouth. Subecultures are
marked by shyle, [aste and assoctallon.
Particular sub-cullures are (dentiiable
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by thetr specch. diess codes, preference
for paritcular kind of muste or the
manner in whitch they interact with e
group members.

Sub-cullural groups can alse
function as cohestve untls which impart
an Identily Lo all group members.
Withitn stich gronps there can be leaders
and [ollowers but group members are
bound by the purpess of ithe group and
work logether o achieve thetr
ahjectives, For Instance voung
members of 4 nejghbourhood can form
a club o engage themselves In sports
and other constructive activities, Such
aclivilles creale a posittve Image of the
members in the locality and this gives
the members nol mly a positive self-
umnage bul also inspires themn (o perform
beller n thetr actvities, The orfentation
of ther ideniity as a group underioes
a transformation. The group isable (o
differenttate (sell fram other groups
and thereby create |15 own Identily
through the acceplance and
recognition of the nelghbourhood.

Acttiy 5 n l._
Are you siwire nr atry sub-euliseal
sgroup iyt Jocality? Hiw e you

able o entify them?

Ethnocentrism

Il 1s only when cullures come il
cotitact wilh one another that the
gueslon of ethnocentrisim arises.
Ethnocentrism s the application of
otie’s pwii culiural values i evalualing
(he behavienr and bellefs of people from
other cultures. This means that the

cultural values projected as (he
siandard or norm are constdered
supertor Lo thal of the bellels and vahies
of other cultures. We have seéen In
Chapler 1 and in Chapler 2 (particulary
in the discusstion on religton) how
saciology 1s an empldcal and nol a
normaitve discipline,

Underiving elthnocentc compar-
=008 1s a seise of cultural superioriy
clearly demonsiraled in colontal
stluattons, Themas Babbinglon
Macaulay's famous Minule on
Educaiton [1835) (o the Easl [ndia
Company in Indla exemgplifies
elhnocentri<m when hesays, We musi
nt present do our best o form a class

‘who may bie interpreters between us and

the milllons whom we goverm, a class of
persons Inkdtan in bloed and colour bt

'English in lastes, in optnlons, morsls

and mielled fquoted tn Mokherjt 1948/
197087), [emnhiasis added).
Ethnhocentrisim Is the oppesile of
cosimopolitanism, which values other
cultures for thelr difference. A
cosmaopolitan oullook does not seek 1o
evaluate (he values and beliefs of other
people according lo one’s own. [l
celebrales and accommodales dilferent
cultural propensities within iis fold and
promoles cullural exchange and
Leirrowings 1o endch one’s own culiure.
The English language has emerged as
a leading vehicle ol inlemational
communieation through s censtant
meluston of forelgn words nto s
vorabulary, Again the popularity of
Hindt Mm music can be attributed Lo
IS bormowings o westem pop musie
as well as from different traditions of
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Indian folk and seml-classical [orms
like the Bhangra and ghazal,

A modern soctety Is appreciative of
cultural difference and does nol close
its doors lo cultural muences from
abroad. But such influences are
dlways Incorparated In o distinetive
way, which can combine with elemenis
of indigenous culture, The English
language despiie iis forelgn inclusions
does not become a separate language,
nor daes Hindi fiim music lose its
character through borrowings. The
abisorpllon of diverse slvles, [ormis,
sounds and artifacls provides ‘an
Identily (o a cosmopolilan culture. In
a glohal world where modern mesans of
communication are
distances between cultures, a
cosmopolilan outlook allows diverse
tnfluences o enrich one’s own cullure,

shrinking.

INTROMM NG SOCIOLOGY

Cultural Change

Cultaral chanpe 1s the way tn which
soclelles chiange Lhelr palleras of
culture, The impetus for change can he
internal or externdl. In regard Lo
inlernal causes, lor instance, new
methods of farming or agticuliure can
boost agricullural production, which
can transform the nature of food
consumpiion amnd guaitty of itfe of an
agrarian community. On the other
hand external interveniton tn the form
ol canguest or colonisallon can also
affect deep seated changes tn Lhe
cullural practices and behaviour of a
society.

Cultural change can occur through
changs In the natural environment,
conlact with: ather cultures or
processes of adaptation. Changes in
the natural envirotiment or ecology can

Fotice the words in the box, Have yon heard or
useil thesewords In your conversstions?

wm&mmmm

bm:ﬂmnﬂhggﬂﬂ:mmwwkmhnhﬂmmmwm
chacdelis (underpants), ehat (Indian tea), croee (10 millio), daion tkhldl
dlesi (local), cticky) (Dood). gor (white person). funglt (ncouthy, kb

(100,000}, lampat tmig, opticat (spectaclost. prepame (bring forwardl,
siepairy {spare tyrej and wauld-he (Ranon or fiancec). Hinglish coninims
muny words and phmses that Britoos or Americans may oot casily
trnitestand accarding (0 8 repori. Sonwe are archeie, relies of (e
Ra). suiih as “puklo’. mlmmnzwlymmmj.mhuz'ﬂﬂu:phm‘
menning an activity thit helps kil tme, ldia's success in attm
biisitiess fins m:mﬂy prndun:ulnnwwrh Mﬁﬁciﬂum
outsorreed 1o Inidin. are sild to have been Hangalored”
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drasilcally aller the way of Ufe of a
people. When foresl
communilies are deprived of access 1o
the forest and 1ts produce elther
becanse of legal restrictions or doe (&
iis dectmation. 11 ran have disastrous
efiecis on the dwellers and thelr way of
Hfe. Tribal commumilies in North East
India ss well as in muddle India have
been the worsl affected by e loss af
foresl resources.

Along with evolutlonary change
there can also be revaliilonary change.
When & cullure is transfonned raptdly
and its values and meaning systems
undergo a radical change then
revolutionary change takes place.
Revolutionary change can be (nttiated
through politieal Interventlon,
Lechinological tnmovation or écological
tFnsfomailon. The French Revahiilon
(1789) transformed French soclely by
destroyving the estate system of ranking,
abolishing the monarchy, and
mmculcating the values of liberty,
egquality and fraternity among 1ts
cittzens. When a different under-
standing comes (o prevail. culture
change occurs. Recent vears have seen
an amasing expansion. of the media.
both electronic and print. Do you think
the media has brought aboul an
evolulionary or revolutionary change?
We are lamiliar with the various
dtmensions af culture now. To retum
to the point we started with tn Chapler
1 abowt the tnterplay between the
indivitinal and soclety. we now move ot
to the concept of spctalisation.

dwelling

—
o
B : H

I beticve thal o complete life is
Inclusive of everyvihing soound s -
plants, eattle, guesis, leasts,
losilvals, guarrels, [rlendship,
companionship. dincriminalion,
seorn. -All these and more were
present inoone single plane, my
home. Although life somelimes
appearcd complicated then, | now
imdersiand low consommale 1L
was, I is thonks Lo such o
childhood, perhaps., that iF 1 ger just
a ghimpse of sememr's saffering, |
fetl | can eomprohend the whale of
It (Vatelehl 1945,

AL the tme of hirth, (he loman infant
knows nolliing aboul whal we call
soctety or social behavionr. Yet as Lthe

chitld grows up. s/le Keeps leamilnge not

Just abont the physical world. bul about

whal It means to be a good or bad
girl/boy. S/he knows what kind of
behiavicur will be applauded and. whal
kkind will be disapproved. Soctallsatton
can be defined as the process whereby
the helpless nfanl gradually Decaities a
self-aware, kniowledgeable person.
sidlled I the ways of Uie culture tnlo
whitch s/he 15 bori Indeed withoul
soctalsalion an ndividual wonld nol
lLichiave ke a liiman betng, Many of you
will be familiar with the story of the
‘Woll-children of Midnapere’. Two
siall girls were reportedly found m a
woll ders In Berigal in 1920, They walked
cm all four ke antmals, preferred adiel
of raw nical, howled ke wolves and
lacked any form ol speech. Interesiingly
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such incidenls have been reported frdim
olher parts of the world ton,

We have so far been talking aboul
socialisation and the new-hom tnfant,
But the birth of a2 child alse allers the
lives of Lhose who are responathle for
it= uphringing. They oo undergo new
learning experiences. Becorming

s and parenting involves a
whule sel of activitles and experiences.
Older people still remaln parents when
they become grandparents, of course,
thus ferging anothier sel of velationships
commecung different generalions with
ecach other. Likewise the e of a voung
chtled changes with the birth of 2 sthiing,
Saclallsalion 1s a We-long process sven
though the most critlcal process
happens n the early years, the stage of
primary soclalisation. Secondary
soptallsation as we saw exilends over the
entire life of 4 person,

While socialisation has an
mportant tmpact on tndividuals 1l 1s
not a kind of cultural programming’,
tn which the child absorbs passively the
mfluences with which he or she comes
o contact Even the most reeent riew-
born can assert her fhifs will, 5/he will
oy when hungry. And keep crytng uniil
those responsible for the fnfani’s care
respond. You may have seen how
normal, everyday schedules of the
family get completely reorgantsed with
the birth of achild.

You have afready been fntroduced
to the concepls of sialus/role, sodal
conlrol, groups and social strall-
Meation, You are also acqualnted with
what culture, norms and villues are. All
these coreepls will help us understand
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how the process of socialisatlon lakes
place. A child, in the firsi mslance, 1sa
memtber of 4 famitly. Buls/helsalso a
member of a larger kitn-group (birodart,
khaandaan, a clan ele ) consisting ol
brolliers: sisters and other relatives of
lhe parents. The amily mio which
s/he ts born may be a nuclear or
cxtended famtly. It s also a member of
a larger soctety such as a tribe or sub-
caste, a clan or a biradart, a religlous
and Unoutsiic group. Membership of
these groiips and Instiiutions imposes
certatn behavioural norms and values
an each member. Corresponiding (o
these memberships there are roles that
are performed. eg..thal of a son, a
daughier. a grandehtld or a student.
These are mulliple roles, which are
periormed stimullaneously. The process
ol learmning the nomms, allitudes, values
ar hehavioural pallemns of these groups
begins early (n life and conlinues
throughonl one's e,

The norms and values may differ
within a soctely th different Emilles
belonping to different castes. regions or
soclal classes or religlous groups
according to whether one lives m a
village or acity or one belongs (o a tribe
and if lo a tribe. to which iribe. Indeed
the very language that one speaks
depends on the region one comes from.
Whether the language 1s closer 1o a
spoken dialect or o a standardised
wrillen {orm depends on the fmitly anid
the socio-econmmic and cultural profile

of the family.

Apgencies of Soclalisation

The child ts soclalised by several
agencles and institullons in which
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s/he participaies, vie Bmily, school, peer
group, nelghbourhood, occupational
group and by social class/casle,
region, religton,

Family
Since [amlly systems vary widely, the
Infanls” experlences are by no means
standard across cullures. While many
of you may be Dving In what 1s termied
a nuclear family with your parerits and
siblings; olhers may be Uving with
extended FEmily members. Tu Uwe st
ase, parents may be key soctalising
agenis bul m the others grandparerils,
an uncle or a cousin may be more

stgzilficanl

4

Familles have varving 'locallins’
within the overall msittutions of a
society, In mosi traditional socielies, Lhe
family tnto which a person Is bom
largely delemmines the individual's
social postuton for the rest of hits /her Hie
Even when soclal position Is nol
mherited al birth in this way Lhe region
and soctal class of the lamily milo
whitch an mdividual s born affect
pattems of soclalisation gquile sharply.
Chitlitren pick ap ways of behaviour
characiertstic of thelr parenis orothers
in thetr netghbourhiood oroommunily.

Of course, few children simply
take over in an unguestloning way
the outlpok of (heir parents. This

|

gl shiare or exchiange?”

rdlnzr milght weur mote |

Activity 6
Suggrest ways in which Uhe chilld of 1 dtmestie workes would feel bersell differsnt
from the child whose hmllyﬁumﬂw“:h@r.m what ire (he (hings they

To stiant with the ubﬂw:u une woold bipve amore maney Spent o clothes, the

ﬂmym}ghlhnwmh:hrdmrmm heard the same lim songs,.. they
miﬂllphkupdiﬁumlhmhul:hngﬁummhmhfn
Now.you are teli to fotiow np the difficuit arces. fike the sense of sccusity within

the fumity, the oeighbourbood and on the sireer.

gmmutﬂ!ﬂﬂhdmmﬁ

[space| 3 room. :ﬂ'}mur =

(peopte around you)

Activity 7

The presence er dbsence of which of (he llems bolow oo you, think would afleet

wt television sel/music system .

Itime) hiving to balanee school with household or other wirk...
(opportunities) travel nuste chismes,.,
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Is espeelally lrue in the conlemporary
world, 1n which change = so pervasive,
Mareover, the very existence ol o
dwersity of sociallsing asencles leails (o
many differeness belween the outlooks
of children, adolescents and the
parentdl generalion. Can vou identify
any Instance where you fell that what
yon learnl from the Amily was at
variance [rom your peer group of may
be media or even school?

Peer Groups

Jmother soctalisting apency 1s (he peer

groap. Peer groups are frlendship
grotps of chldren of a stmilar ape. In
some cullures, particularly small
traditional soclelles, peer groups are
formallsed as age-grades. Even willioul
frmal age-grades. children over [our
or live usually spend a greal deal of
tme i the compatiy ol fMends of the
same ag The word ‘peer” means "equal’,
and [rlendly relallons established
between voung children do tend 1o be
reasonably egalltarian: A lbroelul or
physically strong chilld may 1o some
extenl by Lo dominate others. Yel (Here
Is a grealer amound of give and (ake
compared Lo Lhe dependence inherent
in the family stinatlon. Becanse of teir
power, parenils are able [In varying
degress) Lo enforce eodes ol conduct
upon thetr children. In peer groups,; by
contrasl, a child discevers a different
kind of interaction, withiy which rales
ol behaviour can be {ested ont and
explored.

Peer relatonsliips olten rematn
im L throughowul a person's Ule.
Informal groups of people of similar

INTROMM NG SOCIOLOGY

Actlvity 8
Reflécl an your own experience.
Contpare your interaption with
frienits (o Ui of your puma-qml
athier elders. What ls different? Does
thin carlier discussion oo roles aud
sinius help you updersiand the
differenoe?

ages al'work. and In other conlexis_ are
usually of enduring mportance n
shaping individuals’ atiludes and
behavior.

Schools

Schooling 18 a formal organisation:
there Is 2 defltntte mumber of subjects
studied. Yol schools are agencies ol
socialisation i more sublle respects
loo. Alongside (he formal curriculam
Lthere 1s what some soclologlsis
have called a hidden curriculum
condittoning chitldren's learning. There
are schools tn India and in many other
countries where girls. bul rarely bovs,
are expected Lo sweep thelr classroomm.
In some schools efforts are made Lo
coutiter thits by making boys and girls
doe those lasks thal are normally nol
expected of them. Can you thimk of
cxamples thal reflect both tremuds?

Mass Media

Mass media has increasingly become
an esseniial part of our everyday life.
While today the etecironic media ke
the television ts expandtng, the print
media continues to be of great
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importance, Even in the early print
metdta in nineleenth century Indla,
‘conduct-bhoks” insirucling womet on
how (o be betler house-keepers amd
mare alenllve wives were popular tn
many languages, The medta can make
(he access Lo infommallon more
demaeralie, Electmonle communication
15 something that can reach a village
nol connected by road and where no
Meracy eontres have been sel up,
There has heen much reséarch 'on
the infliemes of teteviston upan chitldren
and adulls. A study tn Britain showed
thal the time spenl by children
walching television 1= Lhe eguivalent of
almosl a hundred school days 3 year,
and thal adults arenot far belind them.
Apar from such guantilniive aspecls,
what emermes from such research is nol
always conclusive n s iImplications.

The lnk betwesn on-screen violence

and aggressive behaviour among
chitldren 1s sl debaled.

H one cannol preiict how media
inftuences people. what s cortain is the
extenl of the nluenee. o lemis of il
mformalion and esposure Lo aréas of
experience distanl from one's: own.
There 1s a sterable andlence (or Indtan
Lelevislon serials and s L counliies
ltke Nigerin, Alphanistan and among
émlores from Tihet. The televised
Mahabharal was airéd aller dubbing in
Tashkenl, bul even without dubbing

Activity 0

You might wanl to expiore how
prople relate Lo serials set o
!nn:mundm,p unu&n Ltml:r amt. Oy
'wllflml:hcir gmndpnﬂmla. are
there disagrecments abuut which
progmmmes are worlh wmching.
and If %o, what differences in
vitwpoint cmergo? Are jthese
differences gradtuntly modificd®

was walched m London by ehiidren who
spoke only English!

In recent years, non-print digital
media through ntemel 18 recelving
considerable altenton particulariv in
urhan areas.

Other Soclslising Agenctles

Besides (he soolalising agencies
mentioned, there are other groups, or
sorial contexts, in which Individuals
spend large paris of their lves. Work
1= in all culivres. an imporiant setiing
within which socialisalion processes
operate. although 1L 1s only in
lrdustrial soctelles thal larpe numbers
ol people "go oul to work™ — Lhatl 15,
go earh day lo places of work qulle
separale from the home, [n radilonsl
communities meany people (led the
land close 1o where they Ived or had

Look at the report and dizcoss how mess media Influences chlidren

- says clinlcal ‘payehnioglal.

| The Shakiinasn seral tddecist n few yebrs ago had ehifdren Gping th
divie down butldings resulting n fatal sccllenis, “Learuing by initalion
s 1 method followed [frequently by people and ehildren ase no different.”
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warkshops in Lhetr dwdlmgs [see
visuils on page 43) '

Soclallsation and Individual
Fresdom

It ts perhiaps cevidesnit thal soclalisalion
in ugormal elroumstances can
never completely reduce people Lo
conlormity. Many [aelors encourage
conllict. There may be conllicts
between socialising agenicles, belween
srhool and home, between home and
peer groups, However., since Lthe
cullural sellings in which we are borm

INTROMM NG SOCIOLOGY

and come to maturiy so influence oar
behaviour. It milght appear that we are
robbed of any tndividuality or free will.
Such a view is [undamentally
mistaken. The fact that from bink (o
death we are involved In tnteraction
with others certainly conditions our
personalities, the values we hold, and
the behaviour tn which we engage. Yel
soclallsallon 18 also al the orlgin of
our very individealily and Ireedom.
[n the course of soctalisation cach of
us develops a sense of seli-identity,
and the capacity lor Independent

thooght and actlon.

How Gendered s Sociailsation?

We boys msed the sireets for so muny difforent things —as:p place (o sianod
mrourd watahing, o mun soonmd and play; ey oul the manoguvmbilily of our
hitkesi Not so for givls: Ax we sorviond alf the time, for girs the street was simply s
means (o @l steght home from seliodl And evcén for this limiled use of the
sireet [hey always went in clustors, perhiaps becaiise behing (their purposefiil
| femianor Uy carried Miﬁuﬂhr- nl"ia!ll:g“ninu!lnl {Kumar 1986

hscuss the following themmes |

FTOeT - UDS.

tes fiotih

srntenee (hint Hlasimies Lthis?

mrr 11
We lusve complited I!mrr cliapters, Read the text ol the next page carelully aud

o The redution hr:lwmn mdbrdunl and soctety in the @el's rebellion agdnst

* How the nanmative dimensions of culture are different in town and villase?
* The questicn of nseribed sthfus 1 Ul tie pricsCs dasghler is pernidited

* Couflict briween socistismy agencies for exmmple m the toxt note: “thankf)
nie of fier school friends coudd see hor like this”™. Can yow find ooy other

* Gendernd = combing hair + escort -+ ot playmy foolhatl
= Punishment = ~tght-lipped silvncs™ # consplouinus stbsence of pappadans |
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i )

An unstial sense of exeibement pervaded hervisit o the temple this m:tﬂtu,

Thiere. hatl bieen an amgumint over linech, between her and the grown-aps, when

she had annotmeed hier dectdon. to ving Uie bell in front of (e sitictuay.
1f1hugm1muttmhmmul.* uhcduhulnd tully

They protesied in shocked voices. ﬂmr@nniaﬂlrdmﬁm!rufumlnu;&k
prirst. she ts penmitted to tonch the bell”

She responded angrily that Thangam came over {0 ploy hide and-seek cvery
aftermoon and hehaved no differentty from aoy of them. ‘Besides,” sho added,
ponting them defiberatoly, “we wre equal in the oyes of god.” She was not guite
sure whether they lnd beard this bl for they Hod already farmed owiy in
disgust. Bul afler luncely, she caugtn them ﬂllﬂpﬂinﬂ,ilhﬂul Ul Mrrid Whn
setioal stie goes to,” which mesmi (hat hey hod Heard. .

She was sure (hey haotl oot token Ler serously. Thal wos the trotthie with
pmummqmmpwmmmwmqmummmmmmm
everytliing wheny she was plder, she would gecepl hivir wisdom and anthority
tiquestiofingdy and. not dream of gotog Agalnad them. Oh well, she: wintld show
them, this Ume... Back agin 3l the holise, shie hiid tn entiure the foteasely
mmﬁmntﬂﬂrﬂmlufl-min!mhg.!im‘q:ﬂm lq:umﬂthrrhat:wﬂh
what fell ke s whale far of ol qpm#fnlfmrh nl:tulngﬂmml Ul A hung imp
sl strmlght snd Wieless down her buck, then Ged 16 i Hifht, skin stretching
knnt on the top of her head. Shpm'ﬂmﬂu#mmrdhtrmmlﬁhthimﬂd
we her ke dhoe

Wiy wouldn't they umdarstand bow ridicutous she fell. betng escoried.. St
tusdt reminsted her molber mony tdmes (hnt she watkod sfone 1o schioot overyday
when they ware bock inown.. [Sje amtoed thn tie foothall s fmd atromdy
begun on the courtyard besige Qie/Gemple of Kriskim. She cnjoyed witebhing the
pliyers, particulirly sitnce her obwious delght il vigour ol e game. and in
(e muriconisly volied commenits ritated Kebiy Naie profoondly.

She came hurriedly tpon the crowsdod maln sanctuary,. Before she el
regrel hier decislon oF go Trtek upon I, she elbowed Dol aquickly through the
elircle of women, mxiylh:r:tuhiugm "‘l-'-:lllppﬂ}*:llqu. 'I'hcﬂg,iudlhrtdg
Lielt abenve her Loveled ber with lmﬂy exciloment, She coukd ﬂhurw:hl; Kelut
Nalr's ﬁ:nurlhr Whispeined tireats, bl sbe reached up, rngg tie bell with ooy
ressuitding g ind was down e stes Lrefure she: roalised whit was bhippening,

Piimily She wies avmre of durk Jooks and subdued muminms puraing er b
she permitted Ketw Nair to dmig her awny... She was tn dire disgrace. Their
tight-lipped silence was infinitely more cloqueni than speech, as was the
consplcueys absence of her favouris tiny pappaedams of dinner,,.

(From The Hell. by Gitn Enstmaksitiy)
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T

Cultural Evolutionism : )i i« u theory of culture, which sirgues thod just Hke
matural species, ciiliure also evolves through voariation und riadusil selection.

Estates Bystem ! This was o system i fendn) Furope of ranking according
to ooccupation. The three estates were Lhe nobility, clergy and the “third
estate’. The last were chielly professional and middle class people. Each
estile eléctod s own representalives, Peasants and labourers did net have
the vale.

Great Traditton: It comprises of the caftuml imits or trditions which are

wriiten and widely acerpted by the élites of o socicty who are educoted and
leamiedd.

Little Tradition: [{ comprise= of the culturml tmits o treditions which are
oral ond operntes al the villnge level i

Self Image : An tmage of » person as rellected W the oyes of othiors,

‘Soclal Roles : These ure righits and respamsibllitics assoched will 3 person's

soetal posilion or stales,

‘Soclalisation : Tlis s (he process by which we lears (o becoine members of

aociely.

Subentture : i marks-a group of people within o larger culture who bormow
froms sl oflen distont., expgssale or invert (e symbols, values snd belicks
af the larger culture to distnguish themisehves.

ExERcisEs
b How does the understamding of culture fin sociad sclence differ from the

evervday use of the word ‘culture™?

2. How cairi we demonstiale that the different dimensions of cultiire
comprise o wholt?

3. Compare iwe qulioes with which you are familiar. Is il difficull not to
byt ethnocentric?

4.  Diseuss two différent appraches lo studving cultural elonge,

5. Is cosmopolifandsm somelhing you sssocinle with modernily? Observe
and give exnmples of cthnocenirism:

6. What tn your mind i5 the most effeciive agmil of socialisation for your
generilion? How do you think it was different, belfore?
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